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CHAPTER FOUR: TRANSPORTATION AND THE STREET NETWORK

ALLEYS

Alleys are an important resource for nearby residents and workers, 
particularly in the Western SoMa SUD, where many blocks are quite long 
and streets are wide.  Alleys serve as a lifeline to pedestrians and bicyclists 
seeking a safer and more direct route to their destinations.  This objective 
supports a Western SoMa Planning Principle, which focuses on serving 
the needs of existing residents and businesses.

OBJECTIVE 4.1

Facilitate the movement of pedestrians
and bicycles in the alleys

POLICY 4.1.1   
Introduce treatments that effectively improve the pedestrian experience 
in alleys. 

Alleys should have sidewalk and street surfaces that are well maintained 
and that do not present obstacles to the pedestrian.
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POLICY 4.1.2   
Limit the supply of on-street parking in some alleys, in order to 
accommodate pedestrian and bicycle movement.

Where possible, on-street parking in alleys should be restricted, providing 
space for non-motorized modes.  An improved walking environment will 
facilitate greater pedestrian movement in these areas.  These facilities 
should be implemented in phases, according to the following set of 
priorities:

•	 Alley to alley connections
•	 Alley to destination improvements
•	 Mid-block crossings

POLICY 4.1.3   
Improve street lighting in alleys. 

The enhancement of street lighting facilities in these alleys can generate a 
pedestrian-friendly environment. 
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POLICY 4.1.4   
Provide pedestrian crossings that unite alleys on both sides of a 
neighborhood- serving street. 

Often, pedestrians and bicyclists find it difficult to travel along alleys 
that cross wide streets. Pedestrian crossings provide a linkage between  
residential enclaves separated by neighborhood-serving streets.

Auto-oriented uses often work against the objectives of the Transit 
First policy, encouraging the further proliferation of the automobile.  It 
is important that some barriers be installed and that non-motorized 
transportation is promoted in the future.

OBJECTIVE 4.2

Limit the speed and volume of motor vehicles in alleys

POLICY 4.2.1   
Restrict the entry of motor vehicles in alleys. 

Placing restraints on automobile access to alleys will allow pedestrians 
and bicyclists to travel about freely in these areas. 
	
POLICY 4.2.2   
Consider converting some alleys to two-way traffic. 

Many of the one-way alleys that currently exist in the Western SoMa SUD 
attract motor vehicles that are trying to “short cut” over to major streets 
in the area.  As a result, safety along many of these one-way alleys has 
become a major concern.  Two-way traffic could slow down the speed of 
vehicles, and effectively limit the volume of vehicles.

POLICY 4.2.3   
Employ traffic calming measures on alleys.  

In order to ensure better safety on alleys, it is essential that average vehicle 
speeds are decreased.  

POLICY 4.2.4   
Prohibit the circulation of freight and service vehicles on residential 
alleys.  

The entry of freight vehicles into alleys threatens the safety of pedestrians 
and bicyclists. These vehicles should be primarily limited to regional 
streets.
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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVING STREETS

Some commercial activities will probably generate additional travel 
demand on neighborhood-serving streets in the Western SoMa SUD.  The 
promotion of alternative modes of transportation to the private automobile 
can effectively accommodate this increased demand.  This objective is 
consistent with a Western SoMa Planning Principle which mitigates the 
local impacts of new development.

OBJECTIVE 4.3

Reduce the impacts of commercial development
on neighborhood-serving streets
by promoting alternative transportation modes

POLICY 4.3.1   
Develop commercial uses on specific streets, making them easily 
accessed by transit and non-motorized transportation.  

Neighborhood commercial establishments should be designed to provide 
direct access to the street and its rich mix of transportation options.
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